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PRIBILOF FUR SEAL HARVEST TOTALS 97,091 ANIMALS 

The 1961 fur seal harvest on the Pribilof Islands in Alaska provided 97,091 

sealskins, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L, Udall said today, Of these, 

82,095 were males. This is the largest annual harvest since 1956 when 126,826 

animals were taken, For some years previous to 1956 the annual harvest had 

averaged about 65,000 three and four year old bachelor males. 

Gross receipts to the United States Government from the sale of Pribilof 

Islands products (including meal and oil from rendering the carcasses) in the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1961 amounted to $x2,839,862, The State of Alaska and 

the United States Government share in the net receipts after fur seal processing 

costs and the costs of administration of the Pribilof Islands are deducted from 

the gross receipts. The Alaska Statehood Act provides for payment of 70 percent 

of the net proceeds to the State of Alaska. 

In 1956 the practice of taking female seals, which had been stopped in 1911, 
was reinstituted on the advice of wildlife biologists whose studies indicated that 
such &r, t ::".;T;. -fipJ J 'yj,'$!*' t- + : '~-yy tC, p:r,7u.yTj~ '-,1;2 OP';iJu;r: alo, e of herd ;:3d to reduce pup 
mortality which would, in effect, substik-ce additional harvest for mortality. 
For exmple, in 1957,74p514 dead pups were coWted on St. Paul Island, while in 
1958 the pup crop supporting a large part of this year's kill suffered a 10s~ of 
only 37,740. 

The effect of over-abundance appears to have resulted in the smaller number 
of seals which returned to the rookeries in the late 1950's; the effect of the 
current maringement prEc+,ice in %erd reduction is beginning to be evident in this 

I year's return of a male hazrvest above the 65,OGO level. An additional harvest Of 
as many as 30,000 female :xKLs will be necessary this fall as part of the 
management program, 



The Pribilof herd, which had dwindled to 125,000 in 1911 when the first fur 
seal treaty made management of the Pribilof herd possible by the outlawing of high 
seas harvesting, had reached about 1,500,OOO animals when the incidence of pup- 
killing diseases became a problem. 

During the 40 years of herd build-up only the surplus males were taken. 

The segregation of the young males, the most desirable group for sealskins, 
is largely accomplished by the polygamous nature of the seal. While seals are 
born in about equal numbers of male and female, the older bulls maintain harems of 
from 25 to 100 cows and drive the younger males away from the herd. Thus the 
males of the younger age groups are automatically segregated. The practice of 
harvesting the majority of these bachelor males each year permitted adequate 
numbers of the young males to acquire breeding age--about 7 years--and establish 
their harems. 

The life span of the fur seal is about 20 years and the female begins to bear 
young at 4 to 6 years of age. The seals spend several months of each year at sea. 
In late May the old males return to the Pribilof rookeries. The younger males 
follow soon after, The females arrive early in June and the pups are born soon 
after the females arrive on the Islands. Each has a single pup in any one year. 
The average size of a newborn pup is 12 pounds. The nursery season for the new 
Pup iS also the mating season for the mother. 

The five Pribilof Islands are in Bering Sea about 200 miles north of the 
Aleutian chain and about 300 miles west of the mainland. Of the two that are 
inhabited, the largest is St. Paul Island which is 14 miles in length. St. George 
Island, 40 miles away, is about 10 miles in length. 

Records show that the Russians, who owned the Pribilofs until they came into 
possession of the United States in 1867 through the Alaska Purchase, had harvested 
about 2,000,OOO seal pelts before 1834. Russia then placed restrictions upon the 
harvesting and from 1834 until 1867 only 600,000 pelts were taken. Under American 
ownership there was a 20-year period in which harvests of 100,000 a year were 
permitted and in most instances accomplished. This was followed by another 20- 
year period ending in 191;) when only about 330,000 sealskins were taken. Since 
1911, the year in which the original fur seal treaty was signed by Japan, Russia, 
Great Britain (for Canada), and the United States, sealing has been prohibited on 
the high seas, and scientific management of the herd has provided for the 
dramatic increase in herd size and production of skins. 

Intensive research is presently underway on the Pribilof Islands and at sea 
to learn more of the life history and population dynamics of the fur seal. These 
studies are coordinated through the North Pacific Fur Seal Commission, established 
under the provisions of the 1957 Interim Convention on Conservation of North 
Pacific Fur Seals, and are designed to provide information as to the maximum 
sustainable yield of fur seals, giving due regard to their relation to the 
productivity of other living marine resources of the area. 
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PUBLIC AUCTION DIVISION 

We wish to announce that we wiii offer it public .utlon at 1528 South Kinghghudy, 
3t. LOUIS. MO. 

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5 AND 6, 1961 
(Approxmute Quantities) 

THE ENTIRE TRADE IS INVITED TO ATTEND THIS SALE 

FOUKE FUR COMPANY 
ST. LOUIS. MO., U.S.A. 




